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qnyone reql y cqré?
Whether governments ore wil l ing portners for congress centres or uncertoin
need eoch other, soys AIPC president Borboro Mople.

very time you pick up o copy of o trode mogozine these doys,
it seems there's onother orticle obout 'green' or'sustoinoble'
meetings, the new terms for meetings, conventions ond

exhibitions thot ore corried out with on eve to environmentol
conservction ond the newer, even brooder concept of 'sustoinobility'

Yet, in spite of oll the ottention this oreo is generoting, there is os yet
litt le reol evidence thot this is c mojor foctor in the minds of clients
cs they weigh oll the other foctors thot go into their decision process.
Whot is driving this new issue in our industry, and is it o reol foctor in
our future or simply o sidebor to the woys in which the industry is
developing?

Sustoinobility: the woys in which on industry secures its long term
future through monoging its impocts ond interoctions with the
surrounding communiry is sti l l evolving, ond encompossing
everything from energy ond environmentol issues to questions of
sociol responsibil ity. The ideo is thot by being 'sustoinoble' we con
ensure the future not only of the environment but of the economy
itself. lt's o growing issue for mony different sectors, but o
porticulorly big one for convention centres becouse we ore such c
lorge cnd obvious presence wherever we operote.

However it moy oppeor to us now, sustoinobility will l ikely be o
growing issue for some time to come, ond there will be severol
driving forces behind this growth.

The first is thot our communities will increosingly expect it of us
We ond our octivities ore highly visible wherever we operote, ond
ottroct o lot of ottention from the locol community: this meons
people expect thot we will toke o leodership role in implementing
more progrommes where the good of the community is ot stoke. At
the some time, we ore often government owned ond operoted,
which meons we ore under pressure to set on exomple in this
regcrd. So as community expectations increose in this oreo, we will
l ikely be omong the first to respond.

The second reoson is thot our clients will increosingly wont it
becouse their own members will wont it. Environmentol concern hos
gone from being o 'coLrse'to simply on expectotion; people todoy
just cssume thot environmentol concerns ore being addressed
becouse they hove become o foct of life in most ports of the world.
For this reoson, the people who moke up the membership of the
orgonisotions whose events we host will be opplying more pressure
on orgcnisers to oddress the role environmentol ond sustcinobility
considerotions con ploy in their events. This, in turn, will moke
sustoinobility issues ond the record of o centre in this regord more of
o decision foctor for meeting plonners.

The third reoson sustoinobility will become o bigger foctor is thot it
will contribute to cost-effective operotions, porticulorly in key oreos
like energy. One of the big points of the sustoinobility concept is thot
industries must monoge long term costs if they ore to be successful
in on ongoing woy, ond the costs of energy ond woste monogement
ore omong the lorgest cnd leost prediAoble we face os focil ity

monogers. Like so mony other ospects of environmentol
monogement, it is often only when there are significont cost
implicotions that oction gets token.

Finolly, this whole oreo will increosingly become o motter of low, os
communities ond governments in mony pcds of the world
strengthen their regulotions oround how businesses monoge their
environmentol ond sociol impocts. Just os issues like smoking hove
moved from the encourogement stoge to outright prohibition, so we
con expect thot whot ore todoy seen os being good proctices will
l ikely become legol requirements os community expectotions evolve.

The results of oll this will offect mcny different oreos of focility
monogement; everything from building operotions ond
environmentol control meosures to how new focil it ies ore designed
ond constructed, ond even how we morket ond sell our focil it ies. We
will, for exomple, l ikely hove to get more involved with our clients to
moke sure thot they comply with community sustoinobility
expectotions when they hold their events in our cities. This is now

simply o 'good thing to do', but will increosingly be o requirement
for being ollowed to operote ot oll

So there are o lot of reosons to
expect thot you'l l be heoring
even more obout sustoinobility
cnd 'green' events in the
future. The key for
convention centres will be to

onticipote ond plon for this

eventuolity, even if the
demond takes a while to

develop.  By plonning

oheod, we' l l  be
reooy.
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