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AIPC qcqdemy
'ovef-subscribed'
BELGIUM - The Internot ionol
Associotion of Congress
Centres (AIPC) stoged its first

Acodemy session in Brussels,

I  l -15 Februory,  ond i t  wos
deemed o "huge success" by
secretory generol Morionne de
Rooy.

"ln foct, we were
oversubscribed this yeor," she
soys. "Excellence in focil ity
monogement is  becoming
increosingly importont os
demonds ond complexities
continue to chonge ond grow.

'As o result, we believe the
progromme will become the
industry stondord for troining in

internotionol convention centre
monogement,  ond we look
forword to it being on integrol
port of troining in our sector for
the yeors oheod."

AIPC president Borboro Mople
soys the purpose of the
Acodemy is to provide brood,
industry-focused troining, which
will help convention centre stoff
improve performonce in their
current positions. Additionolly, it
wil l prepore them for more
responsibil it ies within their
respective foci lities.

"Over the post yeor, we've
worked hord to design o
progromme thot deols

Sonyo in
the zone
CHINA - Sonyo, o resort on the
tropicol islond of Hoinon, is
oiming to top the potentiol of
the meetings industry ond the
city's hotels ond resorts hove
joined with the tourism outhority

to produce o new brochure. "lt

is the strotegy of resorts in
Sonyo to ossist event plonners

ond componies to ensure their
events deliver the objectives."

Generol monoger of the
Hilton Sonyo Resort ond Spo,
Dirk de Kuyper, soys the venues
ore committed to providing o
full-service event teom.

Heinon enjoys Speciol
Economic Zone stotus ond is

served by two internotionol
oirpofts.

Austriqns
optimistic
AUSTRIA - Vienno's Austrio
Centre, the country's biggest
venue, is repofting projected

revenue grovrth of l0 per cent
during 2007, which it soys will

be the third consecutive yeor in

which it hos operoted in profit.

The venue hos stoged the
onnuol  16,000 delegote
Europeon Congress of
Rodiology for o number of yeors

eoch Morch, ond hos now

signed the event for o further
l0-yeor period.

Another regulor customer, the
Europeon Geosciences Union,
with 8,000 delegotes, is coming
to the ACV for the third yeor

running, ond looks set to return
in 2008 ond 2009.

Queenslqnd centre
reorgqnisqtion
AUSTRALIA-Anumberof
monogement chonges hove
been mode of  Coirns
Convention Centre following

onnouncement thot director of
soles ond morketing Rochelle
Uechtritz is to steo down ofter
eight yeors in the role.

Uechtritz is to continue
working both with the centre
ond monogement compony
Ogden IFC in o project

morketing copocity.
Meonwhile, director of

ooerotions Ross Steele hos
been promoted to generol

monoger,  ond senior  business
development monoger Jenny
Grohom tokes the position of
soles director, overseeing o
restructured soles ond
morketing teom.

Centre monoging director
Geoff Donoghy soys thot during
Uechtritz' tenure, CCC hos

become one of the most widely
recognised regionol venues in
the world ond is considered o
globol  benchmork in meet ings
industry morketing.

"ln 2005 Coirns wos ronked
third only ofter Sydney ond
Melbourne in the number of
mojor internotionol conferences
ottrocted to Austrolio," he soys.

"Ross ond Jenny ore both
excellent, highly performing

executives who will ensure the
stondords thot goined the
Coirns Convention Centre's
recognition os the best venue in
the world in 2Q04 will be
mointoined," he soys of Steele's
ond Grohom's promot ions.

Reiwenqted Confex pulls in the crowds
UK - Internotionol Confex
2QQ7 reporled the biggest rise
in visitor numbers ot the show
in seven yeors.

Preliminory figures releosed
by CMPi indicoted o 13 per

cent leop in totol ottendonce.
The pre-oudit f igures show

over 12,500 ottending the Eorls
Court event this yeor, up from
1 1  , 1 2 7  i n  2 0 Q 6 .

"We're reolly hoppy with
Confex ond hove been flooded
with messoges congrotuloting
us on the best show yet," show
director Duncon Reid tells

CMW. "We put in the hord
work ond the show wos o
success. Quolity ond quontity

were both up ond we chonged
the feel of the show os we
hoped."

One of the odd-on successes
ot Eorls Court were the Confex

Knowledge seminors which
ottrocted 3,285 ottendees ot
the sessions, up from | ,282 in
2006 ond 391 in 2005.

Keynote sessions were even
streomed live to odjocent
theotres to fulfi l the demond
for the speokers.
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