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AIPC geqring up
AUSTRIA - This yeor's AIPC
(lnternotionol Associotion of
Congress Centres) onnuol
conference in Groz Austrio, l5-
l8 July, hos lined up o strong
educotion ogendo ond keynote
speokers from within ond outside
the meetings industry.

Highlights were expected to be
AIPC's new Quolity Stondords
Progromme, news of the AIPC
Acodemy ond results of the first
AIPC Stote of the lndustry survey.

The overoll conference theme
is 'Responding to Globol
Chonge', ond members ore set
to explore how destinotions get

their imoge (ond how this con be
monoged), ond to get insights on

how key sectors like the hotel
industry ore evolving, os well os
leorning obout the needs ond
expectotions of event orgonisers.

UK-bosed outhor of
Compefifive indentity: the new
brond monogement for notions,

cdies ond regions, ond publisher

of mojor surveys on destinotion
bronding, Simon Anholt, wos to
deliver the keynote presentotion.

Anholt originoted the concept
of notion bronding in 1996 ond
will exploin how centres con
meet the chollenge of ochieving
o destinotion imoge thot oppeols
to business leoders, event
orgonisers ond delegotes, rother
thon just leisure visitors.

Vector floqt sinks
UK- The [2 bil l ion London
Stock Exchonge flototion of
Vector Hospitolity wos pulled in
June "due to morket conditions"
occording to Vector. The
investment trust wos oiming to be
the lorgest UK property flototion

this yeor ond to buy ossets
including Molmoison, Hotel du
Vin, os well os De Vere ond
Villoge hotels ond conference
properties.

The price wos cut bock by €460
mill ion o doy prior to lounch os
the morket softened, but to no
ovoil. Institutionol investors hod
reportedly expressed concern over
o perceived conflia of interests
surrounding the ownership ond
monogement of ossets involving
Vector directors.

Vector, set up on 23 Morch
20Q7 6y Richord Bolfour-Lynn's
Alternotive Hotel Group, Bonk of
Scotlond ond Royol Bonk of
Scotlond, wos plonning to use the
funds to buy 82.6 billion of hotel
ossets ond then floot os the first
listed hotel group structured os o
reol estote investment trust.

The decision to concel the floot
meont o postponement of the
seporote sole of the Molmoison
ond Hotel du Vin hotel choins to
Vector. The choin's porent,

Morylebone Worwick Bolfour, of
which Bolfour-Lynn is chief
executive, hod ogreed to sell its
nine Molmoisons ond eight Hotel
du Vins to Vector {or 8495
million, conditionol on Vector's
IPO going oheod.

HSMAI sees mone meetings
USA - According to o survey of
pre-registered ottendees ot the
Hospitolity Soles ond Morketing
Associotion Internotionol's
Affordoble Meetings West show,
June l9-20,  ot  the Son Jose
McEnery Convention Center,
61 .7 per cent  were plonning

more meetings or events in
2007 thon in 2006. Of those,
77.4 per cent soid they would
be plonning on overoge l0
more events in 2007.
The doto indicoted plonners

hove more meetings, increosed
responsibil ity, lorger events, ond
ore foced with increosing
technologicol expectotions.

Over 700 industry
professionols ottended the 20
workshops ond seminors ond
the moin show itself.

HSMAI's finol show in the
2007 progromme is Affordoble
Meetings@ Notionol, which is
sloted for 5-6, September 2007
ot the Woshington Convention
Center in Woshington, D.C.

MCI qnd Ovqtion merger
IRELAND - Ovotion Group, o
leoding meetings ond
destinotion monogement

compony in lrelond, with o
turnover of  €10 mi l l ion,  hos
merged its business with globol

ossociotion, communicotions
ond event monogement
compony MCl. Ovotion's events
ond conference business in

l re lond wi l l  be rebronded os
MCI Bel fost  ond MCI Dubl in,

whi le MCI 's dest inot ion
monogement business
worldwide will become Ovotion
Internotionol. Ovotion co-
founders Potrick Deloney ond
Podroic Gi l l igon reto in fu l l
responsibil ity for the merged

entity's operotions in lrelond.
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