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TAKING TO THE AIR INDUSTRY SEMINAR
ALPHA TOURS PARTNERS IN HELI-FLIGHT ICCA MIDDLE EAST CHAPTER HOSTS EVENT

DUBAI - Alpha Tours, a leadrng

destination management company,

and Falcon Avration 5ervrces (FAS), a

UAE based premium aviat ion servrce
provrder. lave errered into d strateg'c
partnership to offer private luxury

hel icoptef services catering t0 the

cofporate and leisufe toufism mafkets

in the Mrddle Ea5t

An init ial  investment of U5520 5

mll l ion has been put into the venture,

whjch Ghassan Aridi,  CEO of Alpha

Tours described as tapping into a

newly created niche market
"The boom In tourism and other

business sectors rn the UAE have

created a niche for private luxury

services As a leading destination

management c0mpany special ising n

VIP sefvices, we felt  i t  was t imely to

make a foray into this new mafket and
partnefing I-AS was the ideal slrategrc

move to undertake," Aridi explained

Accord ng to Arldi,  the new service

has been des gned to enhance

l0urism attract ions within the UAE,

and add more value to packages

Alpha Tours provides to gue(s
"Several travel s0lut ions catef to the

needs of our cl ientele that includes

t0ufists, businessmen, and famil ies
who are seeking an unforgettable

expenence of enjoyinq Dubai from the

sky. lhrs rs to complemenl lhe basic
packages ot 30, 45 8 60-minute

he icopter r ides, as well  as quick

transfe6 w thin the emirates"

Undef this strategic partnetship, FAS

wil l  supply Alpha Tours with a co

branded f leet of luxury hel icopters to

cater to theif  high end cl ientele, both

co'pofale and tourisls 'his hel,copler

service wil l  be based in Dubai and

Abu Dhabi

The f leet wrl l  consist of four

hel icopters, one Augusta A109 Grand

and one Eurocopter f(1 l0 in ea(h ( i ty.

of 'efrng VIP cornfortable learher seals.

air tord I ored 8 soundproof cabins,

as we I as panoramic aerial views I

DUBAI - Leigh Harfy, Pfesrdent ot

lCtA ( lnternati0nal Conference and

Congress Associat ion) came to the

UAE in late August to pfesent

seminars on the Value of Business

Iourism in the Middle East

The Dubai semLnar was hosted at

I\ , l ina A' Salam by the ICCA Middle

East Chaptef In cooperation with

Jumeirah Group and the Dubai

Convention Bureau, with the same

seminar repeated in Abu Dhabi the

fol lowing day, hosted by the Abu

Dhabi lourism Authofi ty

Some seventy or more delegates

attended each seminar to drscover

more about what makes a destination

successfu , how to increase the

revenue from business tourism and

what ICCA can do to help

Drawing from ICCA'5 authoritat ive

database, Leigh Harry provided an

overv ew ol the ass0rrdl io'rs n"eetrng

industry, current and future trends as

well  as chal lenges faced by PtOs and
D/ \  fs  Hc  a lqn  cnoke on  thP

comp exit ies of the b dd ng process

and in  h is  dua l  ro le  as  Ch e f  Execut ive

of the Me bourne Exhibit ion and

Conventron [entre, provided

Interesting insights into winnrng and

losing bids, as well  as the expansion
plans of the certre *

AIPC CONFERENCE.':-:'if,: succEss
GRAZ, AUSTRIA HOSIED ANNUAT PROGRAMME

GRAZ - Along with an extensive

educational progfamme and sefies of

new programme brief ings, the 2007

Annual Conference of the

Internati0nal Associat ion oi Congress
f c n i r o c  / a l P a )  h p i d  r n  G r : z  A r r - ". .  - . - - l  .  . - ) u  d /

de rvered a new Board of Directors

and a set of winners for the newly

launched AlPc Innovation Award

Conterence content included

keynote presentations and workshops

from such noted industry leaders as

S imon Anho l t ,  founder  and pub l isher

of the Anholt Nation Brands lndex

and the Anholt City Brands lndex;

Steven Powell ,  Senior Vice President,

Worldwide Sales, IntefContinental

Hotels Gfoup and David Greusel,

Pf ncrpal with H0K Spoft Venue Event

At the same t ime, i t  del ivered

updates 0n new init iat ives including

the AIPC Quali ty Standards
pfogramme, the AIPC Academy, the

International 5a es and Marketing

Summit and the inaugural AlPc Key

lssues and 0utlook Survey.

Ihe Conference also rncluded a
poster sessi0n for 16 entr ies in the

AIPC Innovation Award competit ion, a
pfogfamme Degun th s year to

recognise pfojects of ini t iat ives that

represent the development of new,

mofe creative or more effect ive

approaches t0 any aspect 0l congfess

centfe management, operations

or marketing a

Awadh s. Al Ketbi of Dubai
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