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DUBAI PLACES
MEETINGS INDUSTRY
HIGH (}N AGENDA
As part of i ts Proposed Strategic Plan,
the Dubai Convention Bureau (DCB)

has set i tself  the target to increase the
number of international meetings held
in the emirate by 20 percent by 2010.

Talking at the seminar for the ICCA
Middle East Chapter in December,
Awadh S. Al Ketbidirector of DCB said:
"Our mission is to increase the meetings
market in Dubai and we are dedicated to
pursu ing and winn ing event  bus iness. "

As part of i ts strategy, the DCB plans
to estab l ish more loca land reg ional
chapters of international associat ions
and encourage loca l  membersh ip .  At
the same t ime i t  has p ledged to  appoin t
some 30 DCB ambassadors by 2010.

"We wi l la lso conduct  extens ive
research among regional corporations
and associat ions that have the potential

for rotat ing meetings," he said.
According to the latest f igures from

the DCB, there were 6.4 mil l ion hotel
visi tors to Dubai in 2006. Some 45
percent of them are business travel lers
said Al Ketbi.  By 2015 the DCB projects

15 mil l ion visi tors each vear. o

CIBTM RE-SCHEDULED: NEW DATES &
VENUE ANN(}UNCED F()R 2OO9
The China Incentive Business Travel & Meetings Exhibit ion (CIBTM)

organised by Reed Travel Exhibit ions (RTE) is to be postponed in 2008 but
wil l take place again in 2009 at a new Beij ing venue and with new dates.
Because of the impact of the Olympic Games on Beij ing, i t  was decided not
to proceed with next year's event.

"Whilst the world is focused on one of i ts greatest sport ing events, we
have decided i t  was best for exhibitors and visi tors al ike to focus on 2009 in
order not to compromise CIBTM in any way. RTE is strategical ly committed
to China and the whole of Asia and sees Beij ing as a growing hub for the
meetings industry" says Paul Kennedy, group exhibit ion director.

CIBTM 2009 wil l take place between the 8-10 September at Bei j ing's new
state of the art China National Convention Centre (CNCC) which wil l  serve as
the main international media & broadcasting centre for the Olympic Games
next summer. ldeal ly located just 25 minutes from either the city centre or
Beij ing's International Airport,  the venue boasts China's biggest and newest
world-class meeting and exhibit ion space including a 6,400 square metre
Grand Convention Hall  accommodating up to 6,000 delegates, a24,000
square metre exhibit ion hal l  and another bal lroom with a capacity to host
3,500 guests, the China National Convention Centre wil l  create a modern
backdrop for CIBTM. .


