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T&F Informq buys llR in $t.4bn deql
UK - The wor ld 's lorgest
provider of trode conferences
ond exhibi t ions,  l lR Holdings,
hos been bought by its rivol,
T&F In fo rmo,  i n  o  $1 .4  b i l l i on
cosh  deo l .

The ocquis i t ion gives T&F
Informo instont  cr i t icol  moss in

the North Americon morket os
wel l  os the muscle to push i ts
reoch fur ther in emerging
economres.

Chief executive of T&F
Informo, Peter Rigby tells CMW

Eye on the big prize: Peter Rigby

the deol  reoresents "o fontost ic
opportunity for both

ililililt|

AIPC expqnds its reqch
WORLD - Fifteen new memDers
in six months hos boosted the
Internotionol fusociotion of
Congress Centres (AIPC) fomily
to o record level of 142 centres
in 50 countries.

AIPC president Borboro Mople
believes this success is bosed on
"the effective use ond shoring of
exDerience ond expertise".

Moole bel ieves thot  AIPC is wel l
on trock to ochieving its gool of
true globol representotion.
"Qt-rebec City Convention Centre
hosts the 47th onnuol AIPC
conference 20-23 luly.

Centre President ond CEO
Cloude Pinoul t  descr ibes i t  os "o

chcnce to leorn from the
experiences of our peers in
seeking solutions to our own
chol lenges."  The conference,  he
soys, morks the tronsition from
"o vision focused on ooerotionol
excellence to one of stroteqic
excellence".

The product on offer is no
longer just obout meeting holls,
tobles, ond technology, Pinoult
orgues, but obout business
solutions: "lt wil l underscore the
notion thot, for our clients,
meetings, conventions ond shows
ore first ond foremost business
strotegies ond toctics thot ore
essentiol to their orowth."

businesses".  The ocouis i t ion of
l lR,  soys Rigby,  "complements

existing events business,
geogrophicol ly  ond by sector" .

l lR orronges more thon

4,000 events o yeor,  inc luding
' l ,400 

conferences,  ond wos

founded in 1973 by Scottish
Peer Lord lrvine Loidlow. who is

set for o windfoll of over €700
mi l l ion,  os owner of  93 per

cent  of  l lR.  Rigby expects the

ocquis i t ion to be "s igni f icont ly

eo rn ings  enhonc ing" .

The new AIPC 15:
. Megoron Athens lCC, Greece
. CCI Borcelonc, Spoin
. IKB Bonn, Germony
. The Boston CEC, USA
. Gold Coost Convention ond

Exhibition Centre, Austrolio
. Kuolo Lumpur CC Moloysio
. The Boôicon Centre, UK
. Trode Foin ond Congress Center

of Mologo, Spoin
. Perth Convention ond Exhibition

Centre, Austrolio
. Phoenlx CC, USA
. Messe Congress Centrum

Stuttgcrt, Germony
. Helexpo CC loonnis Velidis,

Thessoloniki,  Greece
. The Metro Toronto Convention

Can+ro  CannAa

. The Victorio Conference Centre,

Conodo
. Austr io Center, Vienno

Whqt memberswqnt
wORLD - A new report, Membership retention ond
.?:r,.)itment in Europe 2005, finds thot ossociotions
:-e fo i l ing to meet members '  expectot ions ond
'n-st oct if they ore to stem erosion of membership.
>- :  .= 'ed 

bv IMEX in portnership wi th Associot ion
Gc-=,n: ' .  the report  combined resul ts f rom 192
.nsi-  .  -K .espondents in 2004 wi th o second
-n3r:  JeÎ : 'e.3 study conducted th is Februory
of ' r ' rc . r3 237 .espondents f rom the rest  of  Europe.

'[|,,EX -ro-<ering ond operotions director, Corino
Bioom sors 'ïhe scope of the ossociotion network
w'khin our Indusrn ' ,  is  unique,  but  o lso,  perhops,
more competltre. Tltrct meons it is vitol to work
hord to keep mernbers hoppy ond so protect
revenue streoms ond hord-fought reputot ions."

The report  f inds common recipes for  ossociot ion
success:  o focus on del iver ing good business
networking opportunities, o relevont educotion
progromme, up-to-dote industrv news ond best
proct ice guidonce.

Associot ions ore cout ioned to avoid hovino the
some mcnogement in p loce for  too long

Reid to leod Confex
UK - Internotionol Confex hos o new director;
Duncon Reid,  who moves up f rom wi th in

CMPi.  "Confex is  o b ig show, the number one

event for the industry. I hove lots of ideos ond

om looking forword to putting them into
ploce,"  Reid te l ls  CMW.

Tiovel  group di rector  Ben Greenish,  soys:
"Duncon hos been ot  CMPi for  n ine yeors so
he knows Confex ond the industry ond hos

brood exhibition experience. We could hove

cnosen someone
from the MICE
industry, but we felt

Confex needs

exhibi t ion
exper ience.  "

Investment p lons

ond Confex event
strotegy for the
next five yeors will

be announced to
exhibi tors on 8 July.
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