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lqnghqm Hotels Tqking the Pulse of
lnternqtionql the Industry
Exponds Into South
Chinq
Longhom Hotels Internolionol (LHl) hos strenglhened ils strotegic

presence in Chino by seol ing o deol with Guongzhou Huihuo Hoiel

Co. Ltd. to monoge ihe new Longhom Ploce, EDZ, Guongzhou.

Slrotegicolly locoled in the Guongzhou Economic Developmenl Zone

(EDZ) in Luogong Distr ict,  the new hotel is selto open in 20' l0. This

move morks LHI's firsi exponsion into South Chino, following its

eorl ier entry into Shonghoi ond Beii ing where lhree new holels ore

scheduled lo open their doors in 2009 under The Longhom bronds.

The new flog in Guongzhou morks o strotegic developmeni lo LHI's

po*folio os it now hos o presence in Chino's three leoding ciiies.

As one of ihe eorliest Chinese ciiies opening up lo lhe west,

Guongzhou with its rich historicol signi{iconce ond modern

commerciol importonce hos emerged os o prosperous metropolis.

The new hotel locoiion is o key economic oreo in eosiern

Guongzhou positioned os the cily's most vibronl cenlre of innovotive

modern monufocturing, logislics ond odvonced technology. lls

inveslment-friendly environment mokes it o hoi choice lor

muli inotionol enterprises to bui ld their foci l i t ies. Neorly 100 Foriune

500 componies including Volkswogen, Nestle, Colgote ond P & G,

hove operolions in Luogong, representing 60% of those investing in

Guongzhou.

Longhom Ploce, Guongzhou will feoture 320 contemporory rooms

ond suiles, offering business trovellers the ultimote in urbon modern

living with inspirotionol design ond lechnology. Longhom Ploce's

lotol wired opprooch will enoble ib guesis lo stoy connected

effortlessly 24/7 with the outside world - for business or sneer

pleosure. The connected lifestyle will blend in perfectly with

Luogong's position os lhe odvonced technology incubolor of

Guongzhou.

The new hotel wi l l  feoture the signoture Chuon Spo, loking guests on

o iourney of wellbeing with holistic pompering treoimenls bosed on

the phi losophy of Trodit ionol Chinese Medicine (TCM). Chuon Spo,

with its tronquil surroundings is occomponied by extensive spo

foci l i i ies including orienlol hot tubs, herbol steom rooms, sounos ond

Jocuzzis, moking it the perfect.reloxolion sonctuory.

Dr. KS Lo, Choirmon of Longhom Holels Inlernotionol soid: "We ore

exciled io porlner wilh Guongzhou Huihuo Hotel Co. Ltd. to top

into the exponentiol growth potenliol of Luogong Dislrict. In

port iculor, iheAsion Gomes in 20,l0 wil l  be o cotolyst in spurring

Guongzhou's city development.ond roising its city profile.

Guongzhou's heightened populori ty os on economic,hub wil l

st imulote lremendous demond for business trovel in lhe lono run."

For the post two yeors, the Internotionol fusociotion of Congress

Cenlres (AIPC) hos conducted on onnuol survey of indusiry

performonce ond member issues os o woy of "toking the pulse of the

industry ond identifying oreos thot require oction by the ossociotion.

However,,lhe resuhs of the 2008 AIPC Stote of fie Indusiry Survey

presented ond discussed ol the Annuol Conference in Singopore were

more remorkoble for whot they did not show. In o yeor of potentiol

globol economic recession ond sooring oil prices, the vost mojority of

centres reported yeor-over-yeor business increoses ond fuiure

confidence wos only slightly down from o similor survey corried oul

ihe previous yeor.

The survey, which ochieved o remorkoble 65% response role,

generoted the following specific results:

. 84o/o of centres reported increoses in overoll business ond

ottributed lhese lo business olreody on the books olong with

onticipoted results of new morketing initiotives ond morket

diversificotion. Those who sow decreoses referenced deterioroting

economic conditions, increosing competition ond o difficulty in

moinloining recent record business "highs" os fie key foctors.

. 42o/o indicoted thot thev were more confident obout fulure business

prospects lhis yeor fion they were lost yeor. This wos o reduction

from the previous yeor's confidence levels, with "more

confidenl" down from 55% ond "less confident increosing {rom

5o/o lo 12o/o.

. Key chollenges from o morket perspective included greoter

comoetilion ond environmeniol concerns. Potenfi ol downword

pressures on revenues wos seen in o reluctonce by clients to poy

for odditionol services ond reduced ottendonce ot some events.

. Operoting chollenges were idenfified os o combinotion o{

increosing operoting costs, increosing governmenl regulotions ond

lobour reloted issues such os sloff shortoges, lobour disrupiions

ond o need for more frequenl replocement ond troining.

In terms of responding to ihe issues, new communicotions initiotives,

environmenlol progroms ond stoff recruitmenl / retenlion ond troining

initiotives topped the list. Allionces with locol industry enhonced F&B

offerings, olong with reviewing pricing ond reconsidering locol

business opportunilies were cited os specific responses lo o more

chollenging morket environmenl.

Overoll, the survey demonslroted sirong performonce ond high

business expectotions relolive lo surrounding economic condilions.

However, lhe survey wos compleied in Moy 2008 since when

economic condilions hove continued lo deteriorote in mony oreos

ond oil prices hove loken o bigger toll in lerms of cost increose. lt will

be interesling io see whot next yeor's survey will illustrote.
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