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Canadian PCO hoasts record-
breaking cancer meeting

A record-breaking meeting of cancer
specialists has taken place. The RAI
Convention Centre, in Amsterdam,
hosted more than 7,000 medical
experts from 100 countries for

the 14th World Conference on

Lung Cancer (WCLC), in July. The
conference easily broke previous
attendance and scientific content
records as well — with 1,881
submitted abstracts.

The event was managed by
professional congress organiser
International Conference Services
(ICS), who previously ran the show
in 2003, 2007 and 2009. ICS,
based in Vancouver, Canada, was
established 35 years ago and also

has offices in Vienna, Austria and
Denver, US. Mathias Posch, ICS
president and partner, said: “With
the conclusion of another successful
major international conference, ICS
has demonstrated its capacity for
being a world leader in the industry.”

Hosted every two years by the
International Association for the
Study of Lung Cancer (IASLC), the
conference is the largest international
gathering of clinicians and scientists
in the lung cancer field. ICS has a
long list of associations on its books
including the International Society for
Diseases of the Esophagus and the
World Association for Disaster and
Emergency Medicine.
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suggested associations wanted
more from professional congress
organisers in terms of generating
income. The findings echoed
those of a pilot Australian study
earlier this year, which showed
associations wanted organisers
to focus more on the marketing
and sponsorship potential of
meetings.

Accountability to members, an
increasingly unstable economy,
and more enterprising associations
engaging in social and business
ventures were some of the key
drivers behind the change.

Antonio Hermosill, MD of GP
Destination Management, said:
“Once, 10 per cent of a PCO’s
energy would be directed towards
revenue-raising and marketing for
its clients, today it's 50 per cent.”

Chairman and MD of Meeting
Makers, Clive Thomson, added:
“Associations are under pressure to
ensure that their conferences are
both financially sound and show a
clear return on investment.”

Hirt re-elected AIPC president

Edgar Hirt, MD of Congress Center
Hamburg, was re-elected president
of the International Association of
Congress Centres (AIPC) at the 53rd
annual meeting of the organisation
in San Diego, US. That means he
will lead AIPC for another two years
- he has already held the office of
president for four years, and was

VP for two years and treasurer for
two years before that. He said: “I
am delighted at being re-elected to
this exciting office, and of course
particularly pleased at the very

clear result of the election. The
cooperation of congress centres
within AIPC gives us a valuable
opportunity for exchange, and is
constantly producing new synergies.”
The thrust of the conference was the
economic recovery.

Edgar Hirt

Interel forsakes parent
in management buyout

One of Europe’s top association
management companies has
finalised a management buyout
from its parent company. Interel,
a consulting group specialising

in public affairs, strategic
communications and association
management, has split away from
Hasgrove Plc. Headquartered in
Brussels, the company has offices
in Berlin, London, Paris, Prague,
Washington DC and affiliates
around the globe. Group CEO

is Fredrik Lofthagen who will
continue to lead Interel's 20 strong
management team, and Milagros
Mostaza Corral will still head up
Interel’s five-year-old association
management practice.

The International Association

of Medical Science Educators
(IAMSE ) has elected Richard
Vari to its board of directors for
three years. Vari is the associate
dean for medical education at the
Virginia Tech Carilion School of
Medicine. The IAMSE represents
members in over 40 countries.

Blanca Trevino, co-founder,
president and CEO of Softtek,
has been inducted into the
International Association of
Outsourcing Professionals’
Outsourcing Hall of Fame. She
was honoured at a ceremony
during the 2011 Latin American
Outsourcing Summit. In a
30-year career, she has gained
international recognition
promoting the IT services
industry in emerging countries.

The new managing director of
the Finnish Fair Corporation

is Christer Haglund, 51. He
succeeds Pentti Kivinen, who
will retire on August 1 this year.
Haglund was formerly Finnair
Group’s senior vice president
public affairs and corporate
communications. Prior to that he
worked as a journalist, and held
various media positions with
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs,
in Finland, Sweden and the
United States.

The general assembly of the
International Ozone Association
(I0A) elected Jeff Neemann,
assistant director of Water
Treatment Technology for Black
& Veatch, as the organisation’s
next president at its World
Congress in Paris, France, in late
May. Neemann, who currently
serves as |0A International
treasurer, will begin his two-year
term as International President
in January 2012.

www.meetpie.com | SEPTEMBER 2011




