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Ohê-stop online shop for Scotlqnd
SCOTLAND - Vis i t  Scot lond's
Business Tour ism Uni t  hos
unveiled o new website
(www. conventionscotlo nd. com )
which i t  c lo ims os being one of
the most comprehensive in the
industry wor ldwide.

The new si te contoins
seorchoble detoi ls  of  more thon
380 conference venues ocross
the country, together with on
index of support service
orgonisot ions ond di rect  l inks
to the entire ronge of
Scot lond's venues ond
providers, soys the notionol
tourist boord.

Vis i t  Scot lond UK morket ing
monoger Scott Robertson soys

the rotionole for redevelopment
of  the s i te come in i t io l ly  f rom
the recent integrotion of the l4
former Scottish oreo tourist
boords.

"Whot the old website locked
wos o guide to support
serv ices,"  he soys.  " l t 's  on
importont new focus for us to
hove o pon-Scotlond site.

'And before, if you wonted to
f ind on indiv iduol  venue l ike
Turnberry, for exomple, you
hod to know thot it wos in
Ayrshire. This isn't necessory
now."

Heod of Visit Scotlond's
Business Tour ism Uni t  Corol ine
Pockmon soys: "Websites ore

the first oort of coll when
reseorching o venue or service.
The BTU hos therefore creoted
o one-stop shop for reseorching

ond booking o business event

in Scot lond.  With so much
diversity within our wide ronge

of venues ond services, this site
wi l l  help moke Scot lond stond
out from the crowd."

Glosgow's recently re-opened Kelvingrove Museum

DMAI Brussels move
USA - Destinotion Morketing
Associotion lnternotionol is
plonning to open o new
reDresentotive office in Brussels
os port of plons to expond its
worldwide coverooe.

Fol lowing the DMAI 's onnuol
convention in Austin, Texos, lost
month, which broke oll previous

ottendonce records, president

ond CEO Michoel  D Gehr isch
tells CMW thot the ossociotion
plons to follow two key oims in
the coming l2 months.

"Ïwo strotegic oreos thot
DMAI will focus on in the
coming yeor inc lude opening o
globol operotion ond office
bosed in Brussels,  ond lounching
on occreditotion progromme for
officicl destinotion morketino
oroonisotions.
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"We strongly believe thot on
exponded globol oworeness ond
successfu I occred itotion
progromme will ossure DMOs
ond their customers of the
highest levels of service ond
stondords," he continues.

The Brussels operotion is due
to open either lote this yeor or
eorly next, soys the ossociotion.

During the convention, which
ottrocted more thon 1,200
delegotes from neorly 300
destinotions worldwide, Greoter
Miomi Convention ond Visitors
Bureou president ond CEO
Williom D Torbert wos oppointed
choirmon of the ossociotion's
boord of directors.

Next yeor's DMAI convention
will toke ploce in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvonio , from l8-21 July.

FRANCE -  The Internot ionol
Associotion of Convention
Centres (AIPC) stoged i ts
yeor ly convent ion in the south
of  Fronce in July.

Convent ion centre monogers
from ol l  over the globe

converged on Montpel l ier 's  le

Corum conference centre f rom
16-19  lu l y .

During the event, o series of
presentot ions were heord,
ronging f rom 'The ro le of
morket ing ol l ionces'  by Coirns
Convention Centre's Geoff
Donoghy ond 'From publ ic  to
pr ivote sector  monogement
models '  by Gert  Gundersen
from Bergen, Norwoy,  to 'How

core PCOs ore ol ter ino

ilffiB3|iermeet
industry dynomics ' ,  by MCI 's
Roger Tondeur.

This yeor the AIPC delegotes
further wrestled with the tooics
in workshops,  f rom which

mony good conclusions were
orown.

At the convent ion,  Quebec's
Congress Centre wos nomed
the 2006 APEX Aword winner,

ond i t  wos fur ther onnounced
thot  Singopore's Suntec is  to
hos t  the  2008  A IPC onnuo l
conference,  o l though
somewhot strongely there wos
no other condidote.

The 2007 conference will be
stoged in Groz,  Austr io,  dur ing
July.

(See poge 30)
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